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June 30, 1899 1030 

his delay in dismissing Haidari, probably from personal motives, causes us a loss of 
two thousand pounds sterling. 



Telegram of the administration to Dr. Moschides. 
May 29. — Act on orders of May 27. Report reasons for delay. 

Reply of Dr. Moschides. 



DJAFFEB, 

Agent. 



VlTALIS. 



Bassorah, May SO. — Detained Haidari because your dispatch was sent before you 
were informed of the suspected plague death. That unexpected occurrence obliged 
me to wait for further instructions relative to ship and pilgrims. Await instructions 
relative to pilgrim regime. 

Moschides. 
Telegram of administration to Dr. Moschides. 

May 29. — Suspected plague death on Haidari. What origin ? 

VlTALIS. 

Reply of Dr. Moschides. 

Bassorah, May SO. — Suspected plague death occurred on board Haidari in our port. 
Physician and captain attempted to keep secret. Guards charged with oversight of the 
■vessel discovered the body at the moment .when the relatives were about to drop it 
overboard into the water. After visiting suspected plague corpse I questioned captain 
who confessed to the case, but threw the responsibility of concealment on the physi- 
cian. On arrival of the vessel physician reported that he had 5 deaths from ordinary 
diseases and that at that time he had a case of acute fever. On first day a sick pilgrim 
died as soon as landed. Asked reason of nondeclaration. Pretext, had only heard of 
case the last moment and attributed it to pneumonia. Later occurred the plague case 
of which he pretended ignorance. 

Moschides. 

Telegram to Dr. Moschides. 

May 30, 1899. — Telegram received. Haidari and her pilgrims will be subjected to 
fifteen days' quarantine at lazaretto. The pilgrims shall be landed at lazaretto. Iso- 
late and strictly watch sick and apply all measures which the situation requires. 

VENEZUELA. 

Mortality statistics in Maracaibo during 1898. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Maracaibo, May 8, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward inclosed a Spanish copy taken 
from the Official Gazette of the State, referring to the number of deaths 
and their causes, which occurred during the year 1898. 

Taking the population of the State of Julia at 85,000 inhabitants, of 
which falls to the city of Maracaibo and its suburbs about 55,000 inhab- 
itants, the death list shows a total of 2,285. From the list it is seen 
that 305 persons died of various fevers. Only 2 cases of yellow fever 
are reported, but this is an error. In the column of fevers are 183 
cases of fever stated as not specified ; I know that a good many should 
be placed under the name of yellow fever. The 2 cases mentioned as 
yellow fever were 2 young Germans, newly arrived, employed by Ger- 
man firms. 

It is well known that the people of the Cordillera States coming on 
business to Maracaibo are more liable to get the vellow fever with 
serious results than the foreigners ; the latter are well taken care of by 
their countrymen, until acclimated. Another item of interest is the 



